D. Michele Basso, Ed.D., PT received a B.S. in Physical Therapy from the University of Utah in 1984, an M.A. and Ed.D in Motor Learning from Teachers College, Columbia University in 1986 and 1991, respectively.  She completed two postdoctoral fellowships – one with Michael Goldberger, Ph.D., in recovery of function after SCI at Medical College of Pennsylvania, 1991-1992, and one with Jacqueline Bresnahan, Ph.D., and Michael Beattie, Ph.D., in mechanisms of recovery at The Ohio State Unversity, 1992-1996.  Dr. Basso is currently a Professor, Director of Research and Associate Director of the School of Allied Medical Professions at Ohio State.  Dr. Basso has two research initiatives for spinal cord injury (SCI) – Projects which use a basic science approach and those that translate into the human clinic.  The basic science projects focus on the cellular mechanisms of sensory and motor recovery after spinal cord injury (SCI).  Some of these studies examine exercise-induced improvements in locomotion and reduction in pain.  The clinical initiatives include participating in the first multicenter clinical trial in neurorehabilitation for SCI as well as directing a Neurorecovery Network Center (NRN) at Ohio State University.  The NRN Center is one of seven in the country which provides innovative activity-based treatment for people with incomplete SCI. She is funded by NIH and private foundations and her graduate student was awarded an NRSA fellowship.  Dr. Basso is an appointed member of NIH study section.  She received the National Research Award for the Neurology Section of the American Physical Therapy Association in 2005.  Translating basic science findings into novel clinical interventions is the driving mission for Dr. Basso and her lab.

