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Dr. Jill Heemskerk is a Program Director in the Office of Translational Research at NINDS, specializing in therapeutics development. She has established several programs that emphasize drug discovery and translation of basic research findings to the clinic. She directs The SMA Project, an industry-style preclinical drug development program for Spinal Muscular Atrophy and the NIH Blueprint for Neuroscience Neurotherapeutics Grand Challenge program. She established the Neurodegeneration Drug Screening Consortium to reposition approved drugs and the NINDS High Throughput Drug Screening Facility for Neurodegeneration. She participates in several multi-institute initiatives at NIH, including the NIH Blueprint for Neuroscience Research, the Molecular Libraries Roadmap screening initiative, and the Clinical and Translational Science (CTSA) Roadmap initiative. Dr. Heemskerk has served on scientific advisory boards for the ALS Association, the International Rett Syndrome Foundation, the Spinal Muscular Atrophy Foundation, and the Huntington’s Disease Society of America. She earned her Ph.D. in Biochemistry from the University of California at San Francisco and conducted postdoctoral research in developmental genetics at Columbia University.
